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NEWSLETTER 

Winter 2025 

Happy New Year from the Mont Echo Conservation Association! We are grateful for 
the opportunity to thank you for your support as well as to share news about our acti-
vities over the past year and our plans for 2025  

We are 20 years old ! 
We are proud of what we have accom-
plished over the last 20 years. 

On September 14 we celebrated this 
milestone with a walk on the splendid 
new trail along the Jackson Stream that 
runs through the Green Mountain Nature 
Reserve on Mont Echo. This beautiful 
trail is the result of a fruitful collaboration 
among MECA, Nature Conservancy   
Canada, Les Sentiers de L’Estrie and the 

meca.acme.conservation@gmail.com  

Would you like to contact us?  Write to us at the following address : 

Photo : Étienne Benoît 

Mont Echo Conservation Association 
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Maria Galletti protected area 
 

The Maria Galletti property is situated south-east of Parmenter 
Road and is a valuable addition to  our present holdings along 
Mont Echo. Its added value is that area is contiguous to Nature 
Conservancy Canada holdings and has thus increased the 
breadth of the Green MountaIn Nature Reserve ecological corri-
dor.  

Jennifer Paterson Jonas protected area 
 

The Jennifer Paterson Jonas property is situated within the town 
limits of Knowlton. Jennifer is delighted that the donation has 
been finalized as it has been a longtime dream of hers to ensure 
the protection of her land in perpetuity.  We held a beautiful cere-
mony of celebration on August 26 at her property to mark her do-
nation to MECA. The protected site is named Kpiwi Pmossa,  
which means Wood Walkers in Abenaki. As part of the event we 
honoured the original Abenaki inhabitants of this beautiful land. 

Weldon-Gagnon protected area 
 

The 20 acres Charles Weldon and Lydia Gagnon property is lo-
cated on Drive Road. This is the Weldon/Gagnon family's third 
donation to MECA. We thank them for being outstanding models 
of citizen participation in the conservation movement. 

We thank all our donors for their generosity and vision as 
they become part of the effort to create a legacy of pre-
served, interconnected natural environments.  

The Global perspective. What is the 30/30 Initiative ? 
 

The initiative is a target of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework, 
which was adopted by over 190 countries in December 2022. The goal is to protect 30 
% of the earth’s land and water by 2030 by halting and reversing the loss of ecosys-
tems and creating well connected conservation systems that address both climate 
change and biodiversity loss.  MECA and our partners, as well as the Quebec and Ca-
nadian governments, are committed to meeting the goals of the 30/30 Initiative.  

Three New Protected Areas in 2024! 
More than 60 acres 



Community Outreach 
 

Sutton and Knowlton Farmer’s Markets   
 

In an effort to increase our presence in the community we set up a booth at both  
markets. This allowed us to speak to interested citizens about what we do and how 
they can become involved in local conservation efforts. We enjoyed the contact and 
the opportunity to promote the importance of the work we do. 
 

Townshippers Day 
 

MECA had a booth for the first time. Good contacts were made and information was 
shared with many interested visitors. Moving forward, we plan to attend this event 
every year. 

A New Trail On Mont Echo 
 

The new Sentiers des Gorges along the Jack-
son River is now completed. The purpose of this 
trail is to keep hikers off the banks of the river to 
prevent further erosion and damage to this ex-
ceptional natural space. A new information 
kiosque has been installed at the entrance to the 
trail; it will provide space for educational infor-
mation about the flora and fauna of the area as 
well as the history of the Green Mountain Nature 
Reserve. Jacques Legault and Louise Gratton, 
both members of MECA, where actively invol-
ved in the creation of the new trail and the infor-
mation kiosque. 

Property Patrol And Monitoring 
 

Our volunteer monitors Christian Godin, Jacques  Legault,  Charles Weldon, Ian    
Medland and Jim Ferrier guide MECA members who are interested in walking our 
lands, in line with our legal obligation to oversee and protect our natural habitat. 
Members are welcome to join our team outings to monitor, inspect and repair. If they 
wish they can also learn how to use GPS mapping and other monitoring tools. 

To become part of our surveillance team, write to us at :  

meca.acme.conservation@gmail.com  
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The members of Protection Mont Gale, as well as Appalachian Corridor, are mobili-
zing to canvass the community.  When you contribute to this worthwhile effort every 
dollar you donate will leverage at least $8 in government funding from federal and pro-
vincial environmental programs. 

To do this, we need the help of all those who are sensitive to the importance of protec-
ting nature. 

For more information or to contribute to this magnificent project, visit the Appalachian 
Corridor web page at : 
 

Corridor appalachien - Accueil - Organisme de conservation  

The Brière Forest — A Major Land Donation 

Mr. Brière has generously agreed to donate 542 hectares (1 340 acres) of forest to 
Appalachian Corridor.  He is asking the community to raise $1,300,000 which is 20% 
of its fair market value ($7 400 000). Its size, biodiversity, and strategic location in the 
heart of the Northern Green Mountains make this a significant conservation project for 
our entire region. We have until the end of winter to reach our goal.  As a result, Ap-
palachian Corridor and its affiliated groups have launched a fund-raising campaign.  

 

Thank you for your interest in the work that MECA does in the name of 
conservation. We value your interest and participation and look forward to 
on-going collaboration in 2025. 
 

To become a member : Membership 2024-25  

To contact us : meca.acme.conservation@gmail.com 
 

Please note : 

MECA honours that we are located on the ancient territory of the 
Abenaki People who lived on these lands in harmony and respect 
for thousands of years. 

https://www.corridorappalachien.ca/
https://www.zeffy.com/fr-CA/ticketing/fcef1f86-2117-47dd-92d5-c65723396039

